
 If you have any questions about the summer reading program, please contact Gayle Gary at 

gary.g@rochesterschools.com or call 332-4090. 

Summer Reading Project: Keep a 10 page summer journal. Use 10 of the ques-
tions below to help you write a journal. Due date: The project is due September 7, 
2011 

Grading: Your summer reading project counts your first Read, Reflect, Respond 
grade for quarter one. You will also work on a book project in class during the first 
week of school.   

      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 Which character did you like the least and why? What advice would 

you give to this character?  

 Write a review of this book to send to a friend. Create the rough draft 

in text format. Your final draft should be written in essay form.  

 List five major events in order from which happened first to last.  

 Think  of a problem that a character had to face. Write the problem 

and how the character solved it or is working to solve it. If you were 

that character, what would you do differently? 

 Pretend what you are reading is going to be made into a movie. Make 

a list five characters, what famous actor will play each character and 

what about the character makes that actor the best choice for the part. 

 Write a quote from your reading that connects to your life. What did it 

mean to what you’ve been reading? What did it mean to your life? 

 Is the setting described well enough that you can put a picture of it in 

your mind? Why or why not? 

 How have your feelings changed as you’ve been reading? 

 Describe the similarities and differences between the main character 

and you. 

 Does the title fit the story? Why or why not?  

 Were there any unfamiliar words in the story you read? Keep a vo-

cabulary list. Draw four columns in your journal and label them New 

words, picture, antonym and synonym. There is an example below.  

For Students: Your Summer Project 

New Word  Picture Antonym Synonym 

        

7th grade entering 8th grade 

“Today a reader, 

Tomorrow a 
leader.” 

~Margaret Fuller  

Literacy specialists say that giving children a say in what they read 

can help motivate them. “If your goal is simply to get them to read 

more, choice is the way to go,” said Elizabeth Birr Moje, a literacy 

professor at the University of Michigan.  

(New York Times, Aug. 30, 2009) 

 

This year, Rochester Middle School is trying something new to encour-

age students to read during the summer. For the first time, students get 

to choose their summer reading book! Choice is an important motivator 

for students. If you already have a book to read, great. If you need ideas, 

check out the book list inside this flyer.   

 
This year’s  

selection: 

A book of  

my choice! 



Read 20 minutes a day every day 

Avoid the summer slide!  Students need to read at least five books during the summer to 

avoid falling behind in reading skills. Each time you finish reading a book, fill-in the chart 

below.  Return this page to your teacher by September 7, 2011 .   

Title of Book Author 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

“The more that you read, the 

more things you will know. The 

more that you learn, the more 

places you'll go.”  

   -Dr. Seuss 

About the Suggested Summer Reading List 
The books on the list are chosen because they are great books 

that middle-school students will love. Parents and guardians 

may want to review selections from this list to make sure they 
are acceptable reading for their children’s reading level, per-

sonal interest, and maturity level. 

Title of  Book Author Genre Lexile 

A Year Down Yonder Richard Peck Historical fiction 610 

My Brother Sam is Dead James Lincoln Collier 
& Chris Collier 

Historical fiction 770 

Milkweed Jerry Spinelli Historical fiction 510 

The Acorn People Ron Jones Nonfiction 720 

The Chocolate War Robert Cormier Realistic fiction 810 

Guts Gary Paulsen Nonfiction 1230 

Shadow Club Neal Shusterman Realistic fiction 760 

Flush Carl Hiaasen Realistic fiction 830 

Running Out of Time Margaret Peterson 
Haddix 

Mystery fiction 730 

Face on the Milk Carton Caroline Cooney Realistic fiction 660 

Sleeping Freshmen Never 
Lie 

David Lubar Realistic fiction 560 

The Maze Runner James Dashner Science fiction 770 

Speak Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

Realistic fiction 690 

House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer Science fiction 660 

Memories of Anne 
Frank 

Alison Leslie 
Gould 

Nonfiction 890 

Alex Rider (Series) Anthony Horowitz Adventure fiction 690 


